
Fourth Night Physics Homework  
As I mentioned in class today, I believe that being in a private prep school gives us all 
some degree of privilege and, as a result, it is our responsibility to work to eliminate 
prejudice and injustice.  One way to do this begins with confronting our own biases and 
prejudices; I hope you agree with this. 
 
For your homework tonight, please go to https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/demo/ and 
“continue as a guest” (by the American flag).  Uou will get an opportunity to take the 
‘Implicit Association Test’, a test that allows you to look into the subconscious 
associations you make may have between different groups.  These associations are 
potentially at the root of the prejudices we have, making this test a scary but important 
step in the process described above.   

- Read the information as you click through.  If you object to taking the test, please 
hand in a written explanation as your homework. 

- Once you get to ‘Select a Test’, I would like for you to take the Race IAT and then 
the Gender-Science IAT.  Please take these tests seriously – follow the instructions!   

- You’ll be asked to complete some questionnaires.  Whether this happens before or 
after your IAT is random, and the answers do not influence your results. 

- After each test, you will see a screen (with graphs on it) that describes your results.   

Print this page out for each test, separately,  but don’t put your name on it. 

- In our next class, you’ll hand in these two pages anonymously.  I will check off to see 
that you’ve handed something in but not to see what your result was:  the results are 
for you alone.  If you haven’t done the tests, you will be asked to go do so. 

- In that class, we’ll be discussing what taking the test was like and what the 
implications of the results are.  By handing in your results anonymously, I’ll be able 
to present you with the data for the whole class. 

 
Some questions to consider, which we’ll discuss in class: 

• If there’s even a grain of truth in the results, what would it mean if it was true? 

• If the test showed that I have an automatic White preference (for example), does that 
mean I’m racist?  If it showed that I have no preference, does it mean that I’m not? 

• I took the test twice and got different results, what does that mean? 

• How might implicit associations hinder the rise of aspiring black physicists?  In 
other words, how does this relate to the statistics we’ve discussed?  To the idea of 
the privilege/knapsacks? 

 
"Every man has reminiscences which he would not tell to everyone but only his 

friends. He has other matters in his mind which he would not reveal even to 
his friends, but only to himself, and that in secret. But there are other things 
which a man is afraid to tell even to himself, and every decent man has a 
number of such things stored away in his mind."   - Fyodor Dostoyevsky 

 
“A large part of our attitude toward things is conditioned by opinions and emotions 

which we unconsciously absorb as children from our environment. In other words, 
it is tradition—besides inherited aptitudes and qualities—which makes us what we 
are. We but rarely reflect how relatively small as compared with the powerful 
influence of tradition is the influence of our conscious thought upon our conduct 
and convictions.”     - Albert Einstein 


