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Gabby: Welcome  to  BBC’s  Hard  Talk.  I  will  be  filling  in  for  Stephen  Sackur tonight. My 
name is Maryam and I will be representing the Iranian diaspora community. Similar to 
many others, I left Iran after the establishment of the Islamic Republic in 1979. Here is a 
quick intro to familiarize yourself with our guest tonight. 
 
*Video* 
 
Gabby: Thank you so much for joining us here tonight Mr. President.  
 
Mahjobeh: Thank you for having me Maryam. I would first like to start with a 
prayer and begin this interview in the name of God.  
 
Q: Thank you. As we have such a short time with you here tonight, I am going to dive 
right into the tough questions.  
Now,  it  has  been  a  year  since  you’ve  been  elected  as  President  of  Iran.  It  has  been  
rumoured that the 2009 elections were quite controversial. I noticed that you have been 
slightly absent from the eyes of the media in terms of discussing the election results. 
Tonight, do you have any comments on the accusations of the results being inaccurate? 
 
A: The 2009 elections were held by Iranians, for Iranians. The ballot box does not 
lie; it is the  government’s  duty  to  maintain  honesty with its citizens, and I am here 
to reassure Iranians living abroad such as yourself and foreigners that the majority 
of our Iranians voted for my second term for presidency. I promised that during my 
presidency I would allow them to benefit more from our nations oil wealth, and this 
is why I was re-elected. Do not be fooled by the deception of some whose only aim is 
to  limit  Iran’s  potential  within  the  global  order.  Even our friends in Russia 
immediately recognized the legitimacy of these elections, and the people turned 
against  Russia.  They  don’t  know what they want!! 
 
Q: But as we have seen in the introduction clip, as well as I am sure some of our viewers 
have seen through social media, many citizens have opposed your election to presidency 
through avid protests. If the elections were accurate, what was your reaction to these 
protests? 
 
A: Again, these protests are led by propaganda by the west and those working for 
the west within Iran. Agents of the west, corrupting the minds of our Iranians.  You 
see,  western  countries  don’t  want  Iran  to  gain  any  power.  They  don’t  want  any  
Asian or Middle Eastern country to become powerful, as they will lose their 
hegemony in the region. This is why they refuse to allow any other country, 
specifically  those  in  the  developing  world,  to  obtain  nuclear  power.    The  movement’s 
supposed leader, Mir Hossein Mousavi, who is he to stand against the vote of the 



people? If he were so capable of leading Iran, he would not have abandoned the 
country after the war with Iraq to have fun as an architect.  
These demonstrations have be condemned by our Supreme leader, Ayatollah 
Khamenei, my Allah bless his soul. He is the representative of our hidden Imam on 
earth. How dare anyone contradict his sermons?  
 
Q:  So clearly you condemn the protests, but it has also been rumoured that there were 
immense security measures taken to halt the protests. Accusations of police brutality and 
beatings were extremely prominent in the Western media, utilizing footage taken from 
your citizens. What was the reason for using extreme measures against the protesters?  
 
A: Astaghfurallah. May Allah forgive us. You speak of brutality as if the 
government ordered mass killings of its citizens. You pointed to the flaw yourself; 
reports of brutality were prominent in the WESTERN media. These stray dogs 
within Iran who want to bring disorder to the country have spread false images and 
information.  
The Basij are a highly respected police force whose main goal is to maintain peace. 
If there was any use of minimal violence it was only for the purpose of self-defence 
and maintenance of security.  
 
Q: And what about those who were arrested? Over 4,000 of your citizens were arrested 
during the protests, many were executed, and many remained in prisons, specifically the 
Kahrizak Detention Prison, or simply disappeared. Were you aware of the abuses and 
tortures happening within these prison walls? 
 
A: Those who broke the law were arrested; it is as simple as that. We do practice 
executions in our country, and it is completely necessary to rid our country of those 
who pose a threat on the safety of Iranians.  Only those who pose the most danger to 
national security and public safety are detained within Kahrizak. This is a very 
small number.  
I am not aware of the use of torture in any instances; I am not sure where this 
information comes from. Again, propaganda!  
 
Q: One would only hope it was just propaganda. Moving on from this, have you heard of 
this  webcomic,  or  this  book,  Zahra’s  Paradise? 
 
A: Ah yes, by Amir and Khalil. I have heard of it, but I refuse to read such a 
misrepresentation of our government and divine leaders. It is a shame that our 
Iranians have published such a disgraceful peace.  
 
Q: For  those  of  you  who  don’t  know,  it follows the story of a mother, named Zahra, 
searching for her son, Mehdi, after he disappeared in the protests following your election. 
It alludes to the fact that Zahra is not alone in her search for a missing son, and that many 
Iranian protesters have also disappeared. It attempts to link fiction with reality by 
following a mother through the labyrinth of the Iranian judicial system. I am assuming 
you don’t  believe  there  is  any truth to this fictitious story? 



 
A: Look, our government does everything it can to give information about our 
prisoners  to  their  families.  But  I’m  sure  even  you  can  agree  that  this  is  a  difficult  
process. It may be true in some cases, but these people are not missing, they have 
been formally detained for their illegal actions. 
 
Q: Take a  look  at  this  illustration.  It  is  taken  from  Zahra’s  Paradise.  What  do  you  think  is  
being framed in this graphic? 
 
A: I  don’t  know  what  is being framed but oh this looks like yet another scheme by 
puppets of the west, trying to bring  negative  light  on  Iran’s  government. This is 
absolutely not a representation of Iran!!  
 
Q: Well, it is an illustration of the Iranian judicial system. Do you think it is an 
appropriate depiction of the Iranian judicial system? 
 
Our government is based upon a presidential democracy and a theocratic branch 
based  on  divine  law.  It  is  a  combination  of  the  people’s  choice  and  the  word  of  God.  
The judicial system works to preserve peace within Iran. How is this in any way a 
representation of the government or judicial system?  
 
Q: I have on final question for you. Through this interview you have defended your 
regime and your country, while criticizing the Western world, and anyone else who 
criticises your regime. Do you have any closing remarks for the audience (the West) and 
the Iranian diaspora? Perhaps anything to counter the framework that has been portrayed 
in this graphic novel and in the media? 
 
A: Yes, yes. I know I speak of the west quite negatively, but I refer to western 
governments and not ordinary people. These governments are constantly working to 
impose their ideologies and control over other countries, and I cannot remain silent 
against this. Our governments need to maintain order over our country and 
population in order to prevent such western imposition from occurring.  
Look at our neighbours, Afghanistan and Iraq, their guards let down, America and 
its allies immediately took advantage of their situation. As leader of the Iranian 
nation, I will not allow my country to suffer such a fate. I encourage all members of 
the international community to reflect upon the international order and power 
balance and its effects on the developing world.  
By having a tight control over the population, and national nuclear power, Iran is 
ensuring its sovereignty and safety. All developing countries must take such a stand, 
as this is the only way to recreate a new international system, in my humble opinion.  
 
Q: Thank you very much for joining us Mr. President. I am Mariam and this has been a 
special episode  of  BBC’s  Hard  Talk.  Thank  you  for  joining  us  at  home  and  goodnight! 


