
Sophomore Seminar—SEMN 207 

Antibiotics:  Global Health & Social Justice 

Prof. Regina Stevens-Truss, Ph.D.     Class meetings: M, W, F—1:15 – 2:30 pm 
Office:  Dow 203      UL 303 
Contact:  regina.stevens-truss@kzoo.edu   Office hours: M & W, 3 – 4 pm 

    337-7330                 F, 9 – 10 am 
                 (or by appointment) 

Course Description 
Most, if not all of us have first hand experience with being ill from an infection.  If probed, we would find many 
commonalities in our experiences while ill.  In addition we may have all, at some point, been given an antibiotic to thwart 
the infection, and our experiences with those may also have many commonalities.  However, there is no universality with 
infectivity or treatment, and differences increase as we compare infection and treatment around the world.  In this course 
we will study a select series of historical and current events that are geared at our understanding of how and why 
infections occur, how they impact societies, and how and why these are difficult to be prevented and controlled. 
Through readings, analyses, and discussions of select book chapters and journal articles, this course will explore the 
world of infective agents and treatments available for them.  Special focus will be placed on understanding the impact of 
infections around the world. 

 

The course goals are that students will 
 be able to critically read information pertaining to infection and remedies  
 be able to analyze the impact of infectious agents and remedies on global health 
 be able to formulate a well-organized argument supported by evidence 
 develop into forward thinkers as we learn how to negotiate life on earth with microorganisms  
 develop an understanding of cultural differences 
 further develop their critical thinking, writing and speaking skills 

 

Required Materials (available for purchase in the K-bookstore) 
 Rising Plague, Spellberg, Prometheus Books, 2009.  ISBN 1-5910-2750-0 
 20th Century Microbe Hunters, Krasner, Jones & Bartlett, 2008.  ISBN 0-7637-4201-5 
 12 Diseases That Changed Our World, Sherman, ASM Press, 2007. ISBN 1-5558-1466-2 
 No Germs Allowed, Weinberg, Rutgers University Press, 2004.  ISBN 0-8135-3532-8 
 Chicago’s War on Syphilis, Poirier, University of Illinois Press, 1995.  ISBN 0-252-02147-9 
 College-ruled journal style notebook 
 
 

Additional reading materials will be made available to students either in class or will be posted on the course’s Moodle 
site (log into Moodle at http://moodle.kzoo.edu, click on the Shared Passages Seminars under Courses, and then 
click on the SEMN-207 link).  You will be able to follow your grades at this site as well as get helpful information I will 
upload to this site. 

The sophomore seminar is the second component of the Shared Passages seminars and comes at a critical 

moment of challenge and opportunity in a student’s journey through the K Plan — study away and 

declaring a major/minor/concentration.  The sophomore seminar offers us a remarkable opportunity to 

bring focus to the year and shape the way one develops as a learner. 

The learning goals of the sophomore seminars are five-fold—achieving Intercultural proficiency, 

differentiating between Observation and interpretation, developing a second tier Writing proficiency, 

gaining Oral proficiency, and increasing Information gathering literacy.  With these goals it is hoped 

that students will sustain and build upon the basic learning goals of the First-Year Seminars. 

To that end, this course will examine some key historical events related to infectious diseases, and use 

these to discuss diseases and treatments at home and abroad.  
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Classroom Policies 
(1) Everyone can contribute to the experience in this class, so we should all feel that there is something we can bring to 

the class.  Any student with a confirmed or suspected learning disability should see me as soon as possible so that 
successful performance in the course is not compromised. 

Some Rules we will all live by: 
 we will agree to disagree 
 we will be respectful of everyone’s opinions 
 we will be givers and receivers in discussion 
 we will agree that not everything is good & evil, black & white, them & us, their way & our way. 

 

(2) Every student MUST complete every course assignment as outlined below in order to receive a passing grade in this 
class. 

 
(3) All deadlines for turning in writing assignments are indicated on the course schedule below, and will be reiterated on 

each assignment. Scores on Structured Reflection papers will be deducted by 0.5 point, Critical Response essays, 1 
point, and the Research Paper, 2 points, for EACH day late, starting at the start of class on the due date  – and 
weekends count.  This is a discussion course, and its success requires student preparation and attendance. 

 

Grading Assignments—all of these assignments will help you achieve the course goals outlined 
above, and in addition target specific sophomore seminar learning goals. 

(1) For all written assignments, arguments MUST be based on evidence from the readings, the news, history, etc, and 
not simply be conjecture and opinion, although these may also be needed when making an argument. 

(2) For each assignment, you will receive writing prompts and/or detailed assignment guidelines in class and on Moodle 
with specific due dates.  The format for each assignment is outlined in each section below. 

(3) For this course we will use MLA style of referencing information, and provide an annotated bibliography with research 
requiring assignments. 
• [For MLA source:     http://www.kzoo.edu/is/library/reference/guides/citations.html] 
• [For annotated bibliography:   http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/01/] 
• [Reminder of Plagiarism: what is and what isn’t: http://www.acts.twu.ca/Library/Plagiarism_Short.swf] 

 

 Structured Reflections, SR (aimed at achieving seminar goal “differentiating between observation and 
interpretation”):  Over the course of this term you will be asked to complete four (4) structured reflection written 
assignments.  For these assignments you will be asked to reflect on a topic being discussed in class, tie it into a 
personal experience (your own or based on one conveyed to you), and discuss how this information may impact 
you in the future (near, such as on Study Abroad, or far, such as life after college).  These will be 1-2 pages in 
length, double-spaced (DS), and worth 10 pts each. 

 

 Critical Response Essays, CRE (aimed at achieving seminar goals “achieving intercultural proficiency & further 
developing writing proficiency”):  You will write two (2) critical essays that develop original critical arguments about 
texts we are studying.  For these assignments you will be asked to engage with the course material in a way that 
links it to prior information from the course and life experiences, and then to project outward to some point in the 
future and suggest a way that the information may be used.  For these assignments you will also need to enlist 
past and current information that may influence behaviors Nationally and Internationally.  These will be 3-5 pages 
in length, DS, and worth 20 pts each. 

 

 Debating 101 (aimed at achieving seminar goals “gaining oral proficiency & increasing information gathering” as 
well as increasing one’s ability to work on a team):  You will participate in one (1) of two debates as a team of 5-6 
students, on either the pro- or con- side of an issue.  This should be an interesting and fun way to gather 
information on a topic and then take a position on a potentially controversial issue pertaining to infectious health, 
politics, global interactions, economics, religion, etc.  Over the course of this term we will engage in discussions of 
some controversial and combative issues.  How we interrogate these, taking into account our own belief systems 
and respecting those of others, is important.  For this reason, you will be placed in one of four groups.  Two 
groups will be given a topic to research while the other two groups will be given a different topic.  For each of the 
two debates, one group will be asked to take the proposition side and one the opposition side on a particular topic.  
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Students will be responsible for bringing the issues to life for the rest of the class not participating in that debate.  
Students will be expected to work collaborative on the research, and although they may choose ONE 
spokesperson, ALL will be responsible for helping guide the debater through the debate by provided facts as 
debate points.  This project will be worth 20 pts, 10 for research and preparation and 10 for debate and 
presentation.  Everyone in the group will earn the same score, so it is everyone’s responsibility that everyone is 
prepared and informed.  The professor and the class will have opportunities to interrogate every member of the 
debate teams.  For this project, each team will need to turn in an annotated bibliography of their sources (single 
spaced will be OK). 

 
 Research Paper (aimed at achieving seminar goals “achieving intercultural proficiency, further developing writing 

proficiency, & increasing information gathering literacy.”):  You will write one (1) research paper on a region (not in 
the USA) of your choosing.  For example, where you plan to study abroad, the country of your birth or descent, a 
region you visited for longer than a week, or a region you would like to explore.  These are not exclusive topics.  If 
you have an idea not represented in my list, let’s discuss it, as long as your region of interest is NOT in the USA.  
The point of this exercise is for you (a) to gain valuable travel information, (b) to open your eyes to the ways of life 
of others, and (c) to hone your abilities to research a topic within a contextual framework.  You will want to gather 
information such as the location, climate, history, culture, economics, politics, etc, and use the information to 
discuss how they have contributed to the state of infectious diseases and remedies in that region.  We will have a 
course specific workshop with one of our Reference Librarians (see class schedule below).  At this time you will 
be re-acquainted with research tools you may have been introduced to in your first year of college. 
This report will be 8-10 pages in length, DS, and will be worth 40 pts. 

 

 Attendance and Participation (aimed at achieving seminar goals “observation and interpretation & oral 
proficiency.”):  Preparation prior to class, attendance, and active participation are essential components to the 
success of this course.  It is absolutely necessary that students come to class prepared and ready to participate.  
All students must take responsibility for seminar discussion and activities by being prepared, sharing own ideas, 
and responding to the ideas of classmates with interest, respect, and enthusiasm.  Students may be asked to start 
or lead class discussions on occasions.  Sharing of current information discovered during one’s research or from 
the daily news with the whole class is STRONGLY encouraged.  This will be possible on Moodle by starting and 
following the course’s blog.  Participation grade will be evaluated on individual students’ interactions during class 
discussions, students’ degree of preparedness for class, and active engagement with the class material outside of 
class.  Attendance and participation is worth 10 pts. 
 

Course Grade 
Your overall course grade results from a combination of classroom activities, reflective response essays, and a research 
project, as described above.  Your grades will be kept pretty up-to-date on Moodle.  It is your responsibility to ensure that 
your point totals agree with those in the grade book.  If you discover discrepancies, let’s talk and make sure these are 
corrected. The point and grade distributions are shown in the table below. The instructor reserves the right to lower the 
minimum number of points necessary for a particular grade; however, you are guaranteed that the scale will never be 
higher than that listed below. 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Assessment Tool Points  Grade Percent 

Structured Reflections (4) 40  A > 90 
Critical Response Essays (2) 40  B 80-89% 
Debating 101 (1) 20  C 70-79% 
Research Paper (1) 40  D 60-69% 
Attendance & Participation 10  F < 60 

     

Total 150    
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Honor System 
Under the Kalamazoo College Honor Code, Nurturing Independent Thought: “To safeguard the integrity of academic 
work and research, we accept responsibility for our own scholarly performance. We regard false representation of our 
scholarly work as unacceptable because it undermines our integrity and that of the community. We commit ourselves to 
knowing under what conditions scholarly research is to be conducted, the degree of collaboration allowed, and the 
resources to be consulted.” All of your graded work in this course must be your own original work. If the instructor has 
evidence that the work is not your own, the evidence will be construed as a violation of the Kalamazoo Honor Code and 
will result in a permanent zero for that assignment. Violators will also be referred to the Dean of Students for appropriate 
action. 
!

“Irrationally held truths may be more harmful than reasoned errors”       --Thomas H. Huxley— 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure adapted, through many recursive conversations at Kalamazoo College, from: “Culture, Religion, and Nationality: 
Developing Ethnographic Skills and Reflective Practices Connected to Study Abroad,” by Carol S. Anderson and Kiran 
Cunningham.  In Integrating Study Abroad Into the Curriculum: Theory and Practice Across the Disciplines, Elizabeth Brewer & 
Kiran Cunningham, eds.  Stylus Publishing, 2009. 

 
Our class will rely heavily on Structured Reflection practices. 
Structured Reflection is a process that can catalyze transformative learning by employing intentionally designed 
exercises, activities, or assignments that can help students (and others) make connections and comparisons between (a) 
assumptions held and experiences encountered, (b) assumptions held and theories/concepts known, or (c) experiences 
encountered and theories/concepts known.   
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Tentative Class Schedule & Reading Assignments 

Week Date Readings & Activities Objectives for the week 

 
 

1 
 

Mon-9/10 
 

Wed-9/12 
 
 

Fri-9/14 
 

Introduction to course 
 
Movie: Scourage of the Black Death 
Article #1--Pathways of Discovery: Infectious History [ps. 1-5(top)] 
 
Article #1--Pathways of Discovery: Infectious History [ps. top 5-12] 
 
SR1 Due Mon-9/17 

• Understand the History of Infection and the 
impact of microorganisms on Health and 
Disease 

 
• Get a Global view of infectious diseases & 

antibiotics 
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Mon-9/17 
 

Wed-9/19 
 
 

Fri-9/21 
 

“The Eradication of Smallpox” -- Microbe Hunters, Chp 6 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8K34DSzaD8&feature=related 
“Tuberculosis: The People’s Plague” --Twelve Diseases, Chp 7 
 
“AIDS: A 20th Century Ongoing Plague” -- Microbe Hunters, Chp 9 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6DEopbXenU4 
 
SR2 Due Mon-9/24 

• Understand that different infectious 
diseases are caused by different microbes 

• Understand how devastating to a society 
these diseases can be 
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Mon-9/24 
 
 
 

Wed-9/26 
 

Fri-9/28 
 

“Syphilis: The Great Pox” --Twelve Diseases, Chp 6 
Debriefing week 2 – what are some commonalities and differences 
in those three cases? 
 
Chicago’s War on Syphilis (ps. 1-31 & 52-69) 
 
Article #2--The Oslo Study of Untreated Syphilis 
 
CRE1 Due Fri-10/05 

• Understand the role of community and 
government in thwarting disease and the 
impact that certain decisions have on local 
and global health 
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Mon-10/01 
 

Wed-10/03 
 

Fri-10/05 
 

Chicago’s War on Syphilis (ps. 105-121, 137-157, & 194-205) 
 
Article #3--The Tuskegee Study of Untreated Syphilis 
 
The Enduring Legacy of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJa4Qd-FB70 

• Understand when the use of human 
subjects is warranted 

• See how various historical studies of 
syphilitics are cases in social justice 
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Mon-10/08 
 
Wed-10/10 

 
 
 

Fri-10/12 
 

The Tuskegee Study & The Guatemalan Controversy 
 
UL 118; Reference Library Workshop 
 
SR3 Due Mon-10/15 
 
Fall midterm break—a day to reflect… 

 
 
View Plagiarism video online—link on Moodle 
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Mon-10/15 
 

Wed-10/17 
 

Fri-10/19 
 

No Germs Allowed (ps. 1-41) 
 
No Germs Allowed (ps. 45-106) 
 
No Germs Allowed (ps. 257-274) 

• Differentiate between infections caused by 
bacteria, viruses, fungi, & parasites. 

• Understand how the human body protects 
and prevents infection 

• Understand the role of antibiotics in 
protecting against infection 
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Week Date Readings & Activities Objectives for the week 
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Mon-10/22 
 
 

Wed-10/24 
 
 

Fri-10/26 

IRBs—good or bad? 
Debate #1 
 
Placebo and Prophylactics—good and bad? 
Debate #2 
 
No Class—Truss in DC 

• Think and discuss some issues of ethics 
and social justice 
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Mon-10/29 
 

Wed-10/31 
 

Fri-11/02 
 

Debriefing Debates & Discussions 
 
Rising Plague (ps. 9-31) 
 
Rising Plague (ps. 33-68) 
 
SR4 Due Mon-11/05 

• Understand when antibiotics work and when 
they don’t  

   •  
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Mon-11/05 
 

Wed-11/07 
 

Fri-11/09 
 

Rising Plague (ps. 69-95) 
 
Rising Plague (ps. 97-156) 
 
Rising Plague (ps. 157-194) 
 
CRE2 Due Wed-11/14 

• Review the role of “Big Pharma” in 
developing new antibiotics 
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Mon-11/12 
 

Wed-11/14 
 

Fri-11/16 
 

Rising Plague (ps. 195-216) 
 
Article #4—Ten Great Public Health Achievements... 
 
Current topics of interest 

• Learn about current issues affecting us at 
home and abroad 

    

11 Mon-11/19 Research Paper Due by 4 pm  

 


