The Principle of Non-Dogmatism


Suppose we want to claim that we know something, call it P.  We will have some evidence for P, and we can call this evidence E.  If we have one hypothesis, H1, which explains all of E and is compatible with P, and another hypothesis, H2, which explains all of E and is not compatible with P, and neither H1 nor H2 is a necessary fact, then we do not know that P.

Principles of Foundationalism

F1: The only way to answer the skeptical problem is to have some knowledge that requires no further knowledge or justification to be had.  Some knowledge must be immediate and self-justifying.

F2: There is some range of knowledge that we can and do have that we have immediately and that requires no other knowledge to be had.  It is “given” in an epistemic sense.

F3: This knowledge is something that we can have with absolute certainty, or else with such incredibly high reliability that it would take something greater than the skeptical argument to challenge it.

