KALAMAZOO COLLEGE
2013-14 ACADEMIC CATALOG

Religion

Professors: Anderson (Chair), Gandhi, Haus, Petrey

Religion is apowerful and dynamic force, influencing and shaping the world in which we live in diverse and complex ways. In the Department
of Religion at Kalamazoo College, students learn about what it means to define religion as afield of inquiry. We offer traditions-based courses
in Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, other religions of South and East Asia, and religious traditions in the Americas. We also
offer courses on particular questions and methods, including religion and science, sexuality studies, women and feminist studies, material
culture, transnationalism, and commaodification. In al of our courses and in our own areas of research, we are committed to investigations of
religion and religious experiences from avariety of angles, including questions of theology, history, linguistics, sociology, anthropol ogy, texts,
and philosophy. We examine religion in a comparative context, recognizing that religion reflects and is braided throughout economic, cultural,
and political dimensions of human experience. The study of religion is challenging and invigorating because of the intersections and exchanges
that unfold across different disciplines, traditions, and faith commitments.

Requirementsfor the Major in Religion

Number of Units
Eight units are required, not including the SIP. The major does not require a comprehensive exam nor a SIP in Religion.

Required Cour ses
Majors must complete at least four elective courses at the 200-level or above, in addition to both of the following courses:

REL G 390 Junior Seminar in Religion
REL G 490 Senior Seminar in Religion

We expect students to explore the diversity of religious traditionsin close consultation with an advisor in the department.

Requirementsfor the Minor in Religion

Number of Units
Six units are required.

Required Cour ses
We expect minors to determine their array of coursesin consultation with a member of the department. Minors must teke at least three elective
courses at the 200-level or above, and at least one of the two following courses:

RELG 390 Junior Seminar in Religion
RELG 490 Senior Seminar in Religion

Religion cour ses

REL G 102 Muhammad and the Qur'an

In this course, we focus on the rise of Islam as areligious tradition. We ask the following questions: Who was Muhammad? How did Islam
come to emerge as a defined religious tradition? What traditions influenced the establishment of the early Muslim community? What is the
Qur'an? Thefinal question asked in this course is how we should study Islam. This course examines pre-Islamic originsin the Middle East
through 692.

REL G 105 From Jesusto Christianity

This class critically engages the various scholarly narratives that describe the rise of Christianity by taking a close look at the texts used to
construct these narratives, often with particular attention to the role of Christian women. How did asingle "Christianity" emerge

from awelter of alternatives and possibilities? Or did it? How did thinkers from Paul to Saint Anthony navigate the diverse teachings, rituals
and social practices associated with Jesus of Nazareth and his followers to produce a religious movement that was oppressed by Roman
imperia authority, but later came to occupy that authority?

RELG 106 Introduction to the New Testament



This course explores the writings of the New Testament, their relationship to the history and culture in which they were produced, and their
relevance to more recent issues in modern religious discourse. We will cover arange of topics, including the historical perspective on who
Jesus was, the impact of Paul on Christianity, the formation of the canon, political religion in the Roman empire, ethics, and gender. We will
apply several modern approaches as well as survey at various points the "afterlife" of the Christian scriptural traditionsin

Christianity. No prior knowledge of or experience with the subject is assumed or required.

RELG/HIST 107 Introduction to Jewish Traditions

This course explores the development of Judaism from its ancient origins until the present. We will discuss the biblical foundations of Judaism
and the impact that different historical contexts have produced onits rituals and beliefs. This approach raises a number of questions, which we
will keep in mind throughout the course: What is Judaism? Who are the Jews? What is the relationship between Judaism and "being

Jewish"? How have historical circumstances shaped this relationship? What has changed and what has stayed the same, and why? The

class will address these questions through discussions and readings.

RELG 110 Hebrew Bible

This course explores the writings of the Hebrew Bible (Christian Old Testament and Jewish Tanak), their relationship to the history and culture
in which they were produced, and their relevance to more recent issues in modern religious discourse. We cover arange of topics, including
divine encounters, worship practices, sacred space, political religion, archaeology, ethics, and gender. We apply several modern approaches as
well as survey at various points the "afterlife" of the Hebrew scriptural traditionsin Judaism and Christianity. No prior knowledge

of or experience with the subject is assumed or required.

RELG 111 Religious History of the United States |
This courseis an introduction to the religious history of the United States and the diverse traditions that comprise this critical history. This
course isthefirst of atwo-course sequence and focuses on the Colonial, Revolutionary, and Antebellum periods (to 1860).

RELG 112 Religious History of the United States| |

This courseis an introduction to the religious history of the United States and the diverse traditions that comprise this critical history. This
course is the second of atwo course sequence and focuses on the Civil War and the late 19th and 20th centuries. This class concludes with
current events, thus giving student an opportunity to focus on contemporary issues.

RELG 115 Religions of L atin America

This courseis an introduction to the Religions of Latin America. Since Latin Americaincludes 20 different nation-states, and since the
divisions between Latin America, the Caribbean, and North America are often fuzzy at bet, this class has been organized into seven loosely
chronological themes, which will touch on various parts of the geographic region. These themes are: Pre-Columbian Religions; Encounter and
Conquest; Slavery and Religion; Rebellion and Revolution; Progressive Catholicism; Protestant Challenges; and Continuous Diversity. Using
an array of primary and secondary materials, we will 1ook into the myriad of dynamics that make up the religious histories and narratives of
Latin America.

RELG 125 What IsReligion?

Studying religion is not asimple task. Using eight different categories (Studying Religion; Defining Religion; Religion as Function; Word and
Belief; Practice and Ritual; Sacred Place and Space; the Arts; and Ethics and Morals), we explore various religious traditions to gain a better
understanding of the different aspects of religious traditions and the questions involved in studying religions.

RELG 162 Introduction to Hindu Traditions

This courseis a basic introduction to the myriad of rituals, texts, practices, values and beliefs that make up Hindu Traditions in South Asiaand
beyond. This class covers early Hindu history and the various textual traditions, focuses on practices and divine interactions in the everyday
lives of Hindus, and examines some of the historical and contemporary issues of conquest, integration, caste, migration and globalization.

RELG 171 Buddhism in South Asia

An examination of the historical development of the textual traditions, symbols, doctrines, myths, and communities of Buddhism throughout
South Asia. Explores Buddhism's rise and declinein Indiaand its development in Sri Lanka, Tibet, and other Southeast Asian countries
through the modern period. This course uses primary sources as well as secondary, and students learn various ways to read textsin conjunction
with other types of sources that include inscriptions, art historical materials, and archeological sources.

RELG 202 Living Islams

This course examines the diversity of 1slam throughout the world, keeping in mind that there are many different faces of I1slam. This course
presumes some familiarity with the fundamentals of Islam -- Sunni and Shia -- as well as Sufi traditions, with an examination of the Sufi
mystical traditions and the roles of women. Finally, we examine the impact of colonialism on Islam in the Middle East as away to explore the
historical and religious contexts of our understanding of 1slam today.

RELG/SEMN/ARTX 205 Religious Art/Material Culture

This course explores the relationship between religion and art. The arts, whether in the form of painting, sculpture, architecture or kitsch, are
often vehicles for religious devotion and expression. At the same time, devotion to a divine figure has inspired some of the world's most
beautiful pieces of art. Religion and art form a symbiotic relationship which can simultaneously be in tension and/or cohesive. Looking at
various primary and secondary sources from avariety of religious traditions, we explore this tension and cohesion, which can be awindow into



larger societal and cultural issues. Given that we live in amechanical age, special attention will be paid to the material production of religious
kitsch and the place of religious art in the market. This course is a Shared Passages Sophomore Seminar.
Prerequisite: Sophomores Only

REL G 208 Religion and Science

This courseisahistorical and contemporary look into the relationships between religion and science. Beginning with the development of
science as an independent system of inquiry and also with the evolving and multiple definitions of religion, this class will trace the contours, the
moments of cooperation and the fault-lines of discourse between religion and science. This class seeks to cultivate nuanced and more subtle
understanding of religious and scientific viewpoints, and the ways in which they intersect.

REL G 213 Catholicism in the Americas

Thisclassis ahistory of the diverse group of people and their practices that make up the Catholic community in the United States. The
approaches to this subject will be historical, anthropological, and ethnographic. By the end of the quarter students will not only gain an
understanding of Catholicism as areligious tradition, but will also have detailed knowledge and grasp of the vast diversity of Catholicsin the
United States.

RELG/HIST 218 American Jewish Experience

This course will explore the religious, social, political, cultural, and economic history of the Jewish people in America from the first settlement
until the present. The major themes of study will focus upon the development of Judaism in America. We will take into account a number of
historical factors that shaped that development: the economic, social, and poalitical evolution of American Jewry and its institutions; Jewish
immigration to the United States and its consequences; American Jewish self-perception; and the relationship between Jews and non-Jewsin
American society. Assignments will draw upon awide range of materials, from secondary historical studies and primary documents to fiction
and film.

REL G 222 Black Religious Experiencesin the United States

When enslaved people were forced over the Atlantic from West Africato the Americas, they did not arrive as "blank slates.” The

Middle Passage was horrific and tragic, but humans are resilient, and during the darkest of times, divinity, rituals, practices, and beliefs are not
only questioned but also embraced. This course looks at which religious traditions were rejected and which were embraced among the enslaved
people of the United States. In order to do this, we follow the journeys of endlaved people, from West Africato the Caribbean and to the
plantations of the American South. We also examine the religious changes that Black Americans experienced after the Civil War and during the
eraof Jim Crow. Finally we examine the role of religions in the Civil Rights movement, aswell as the religious lives of new immigrants from
various parts of Africaand the Caribbean.

Prerequisite: Sophomore standing.

REL G/SEMN 230 Same Sex, Gender, and Religion

This sophomore seminar explores the intersection of religions, same-sex affection/love/relations, and the category of gender. At the most basic
level we examine what different religions have to say about sexuality, in particular, non-heterosexualities. We look at the role that gender plays
in these constructions of these sexualities, and we return to our starting point to analyze the role of religions in these constructions of gender
and same-sex sexualities, affections, love, and/or relations. This courseis a Shared Passages Sophomore Seminar.

Prerequisite: Sophomores Only

REL G 231/ANSO 230 Sociology of Religion

An introduction to theories and research in the sociology of religion, with particular emphasis on religious patternsin the United States.
Attention will be given to the social sources of the growth and decline of various religious groups and traditions; relationships between religion,
ethnicity, and politics; civil religion and cultural conflict.

Prerequisite: ANSO-103 or RELG course

RELG 235 Sex and the Bible

This courseis about sex and interpretation, focusing primarily on how Christians have interpreted the Bible around questions of human
sexudlity. The questions that we will consider are: What does it mean to say a particular view of sexuality and sexual behavior is

"biblical" given the sheer variety of possible interpretations? How have changing notions of human sexuality affected the way that

the biblical text is understood and deployed? We will explore these questions by reading key biblical texts from the Hebrew Bible and New
Testament and their interpretation by thinkers from antiquity up to the present. Topics to be covered include marriage, gender, desire, same-sex
relationships, and sexual renunciation.

Prerequisite: Previous course(s) in the Department of Religion recommended but not required.

REL G/CLAS 255 Religion From Alexander to Constantine

This course examines various forms of ancient religion and worship in the classical world. Topicsincluded are concepts of divinity, varieties of
religious space and practices, distinctions between civic and private worship, religious festivals and rituals, attitudes towards death and afterlife,
importations of Near-Eastern and African religions, and political and philosophical appropriations of religion. Specificaly, the course will
focus on classical Greek and Roman religion, new religious movements, Judaism, and Christianity within classical culture. Students will
become acquainted with avariety of texts, archaeological sites, and religious art and artifacts. (Thisis adesignated Greek and Roman literature
or culture coursein Classics.)






