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I.  Reaction Papers 

One of your tasks in this course is to do the readings carefully and discuss lectures and 
readings thoughtfully in class. In order to help you do the readings well and to facilitate 
discussion in class, you will write a short reaction paper during the quarter. You should aim 
for apporximately 1000 words. 

As the name implies, a reaction paper should be your reaction to, or assessment of, the 
reading assigned—not a simple summary of the content of the reading. The paper can take a 
variety of forms including: 
 

• Something you agree or disagree with 
• Grappling with things you don’t understand 
• How the reading relates to a personal experience you have had  
• How the reading relates to other readings in this or another class 

 
Think of these reaction papers as being a transcript of your “conversation” with a reading. 
The reaction papers will be scored according to how seriously you engage a reading and the 
rigor and clarity of your argument not whether you are “right” or “wrong,” or whether you 
follow my own point of view. I want to see evidence that you are thinking about and 
interacting with the readings.  

On the tentative schedule in your syllabus I have indicated readings for which you may write 
a reaction paper. A reaction paper prepared for any particular reading will be accepted at the 
beginning of class on the day we are to discuss the reading. No late reaction papers will be 
accepted. 

Get this requirement done early!  

 II.  Response Questions 

You will turn in a Reaction Paper for only one reading during the quarter.  For all other 
readings I will require Response Questions: two (only 2) pertinent, provocative, penetrating 
questions that stem from your reading of the material that are word-processed and turned 
in at the beginning of the class in which the reading will be discussed.  If you have an 
excused absence (for health reasons, I require a note from Health Services) on a discussion 
day, you may e-mail the questions to me before class. I will not accept Response Questions 
after the fact. Note: If you have generally good attendance, if you accidently sleep through 
class (and who of us hasn’t enjoyed an afternoon nap on occasion?), and miss turning in a 
set of these questions, it should be no big deal. But don’t make it a habit! 
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